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Hagley and District Light Car Club took over the running of the Loton Park venue in 1970, the site 

was used previously as an ammunition storage facility by the War Department, at which point 14 

miles of road were built across the 400-acre estate.  

The Leighton Family, who still own the 300-year-old Estate, live in a magnificent Jacobean House 

which can be seen from the road. The Hill Climb, originally constructed by the Severn Valley Motor 

Club, is 1475 yards long and remains the 3rd longest track in the British Hill Climb calendar.  

Loton Park not only has a good hardstanding paddock area but the course snakes its way through 

magnificent parkland. The spectators can view the competitors progress easily and deer roam 

through the grounds – it is truly idyllic.  

Sunday was Day 2 of the event. George Proudfoot and Howard Burton had elected to drive on both 

days. The devil was in the weather, storm ‘Antoni’ brought very heavy rain with gusts of wind up to 
60 miles per hour, so Saturday (Day 1) was a wash out. Nine Morgans made it for Day 2 - sunny 

weather and a dry track. The Morgans were racing at the end of the runners which gave us quite a 

long wait. There were a good number of red flag stops - on one such occasion a deer walked across 

the path of a Lotus, much to the surprise of the driver!  

 

The morning passed quickly with everyone putting in 

decent times. 5 drivers put their cars into the mid 60 

seconds, and all looked well as we settled down for 

lunch.  

At 2pm racing started with optimism as we all watched 

the early runners take to the hill…and then the backlash 
of Storm Antoni let loose with torrential rain and no one 

could make their car stick to the track.  

 

There was just 1 person with a big smile, however! 

George Proudfoot – in his Morgan Series 1 -always 

outperforms everyone in the wet and he went on to win 

on handicap.  

Father and Daughter double-drive (in a lovely bright red 

Plus 8) had a fantastic day on their first visit to Loton. 

Taking advantage of the rain, Georgina put in a time of 

78.17 seconds, beating her father who was a bit more 

careful at 82.10 seconds. 

 Paul Bryan at the Esses 

 

As the track dried, James quickly rescued the situation and posted a new time of 72.13 – about 10 

seconds faster than previously giving him a commendable 5th place.  

Dillon was helping his dad Philip in the pits. Philip, who is always so enthusiastic, posted a very quick 

71.51 seconds in his Plus 8, only marginally slower than James Dean.  



Paul Bryan, running a 

Super Sport, was like the 

rest of us, badly affected 

by the wet - R1 87.24 

seconds followed by R2 

69.53 seconds.  

Rob Stones, having put in 

a respectable practice 

time of 65.96 seconds, 

could only manage 68.47 

due to the wet 

conditions.  

 

Paul Clarke after the shower. 

We should all at this point thank Paul Bryan’s wife Brenda for keeping times for us all – she always 

encourages us to try that little bit harder.  

 

Simon Baines and Paul Clarke were very close on time – just 1 second keeping them apart, Simon 

winning out with the fastest time of the day – 65.09 seconds.  

 

Driver of the day was, however, Howard Burton – better known as ‘now you see him, now you 
don’t!’. Everyone in Speed Mog knows how hard Howard tries; at Triangle - pushing his 4/4 to the 

limit – he disappeared into the 

bracken, mercifully emerging 

unscathed – much to the 

confusion of photographers, 

spectators and Marshalls. 

Howard’s car was retrieved 
after the event and after a 

change of a wheel and a small 

amount of cleaning up, the car 

was not damaged and we were 

pleased to find Howard 

successfully drove the car back 

to Bath.  

 

 

James Dean at Triangle 

 

A happy day at a well organised and well supported event with a good turn out of cars.  

Rob Stones  


